
News & Events 
HHW Days are coming:   

Household hazardous waste 

collections are comping up in 

August and September. Check 

the NCC website for details at 

www.nccouncil.org  

And for something a little 

different...Recycled Percussion  

If you like live music, and you are a 

proponent of recycling, you may 

want to go see Recycled 

Percussion at the North Haverhill 

Fair on July 29th. This Manchester-

based band plays a style of music 

known as "junk rock". During every 

show, the band mixes their gritty 

assault on buckets, power tools or 

anything else they can get their 

sticks on. Recycling can be fun! 
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Times Trash  

Fireworks, Barbeques, and Picnics 
Summer activity can generate dangerous trash 

Perhaps it’s unlikely that you’ll have any unused fireworks left over, but 

sometimes it does happen. You might have some duds too, and you could be 

wondering what to do with them. The 

recommended method for disposing of the 

occasional unburned fireworks is to soak 

them in water for at least overnight, 

double-bag in plastic bags, and then put 

them in the trash.  

For larger quantities of live fireworks, see 

your transfer station operator. 

Fireworks Fun & Safety 

When doing your fireworks, be sure to 

have plenty of water on hand to douse 

any lingering flames. Also put spent 

fireworks in a bucket of water to cool them 

and put out any embers. Then the spent 

fireworks can be disposed of in the trash 

as well.  

Barbeque charcoal and campfire ashes  

Be sure the fire is totally out before 

disposing of ashes from your barbeque or 

campfire. It’s best to wait over night, but if 

you need to empty the device to reload for 

more cooking, put the ashes in a fireproof 

metal bucket or container. Some transfer 

stations have specific containers  for 

disposal of ashes. If they don't, you still 

have a couple of options: you can spread 

the ashes over your garden as a soil 

amendment; or mix them in with your 

compost (no more than 5% by volume). If 

they are totally, totally out and cold, you 

can dispose of them in your regular trash.   



The Northeast Resource Recovery 

Association (NRRA), New Hampshire 

the Beautiful and NRRA’s School 

Recycling CLUB presented Head 

Custodian Don Shosa of Littleton High 

School and Daisy Bronson Middle 

School in Littleton, NH with the 

Facilities Staff Recycler of the Year 

Award at the 8th Annual School 

Recycling Conference on May 23, 

2017 at the Radisson Hotel in 

Manchester, NH.  

Mr. Shosa was nominated by his entire 

custodial staff to recognize his 41 

years of service to the schools and his 

dedication to the future of his students 

and the environment. By partnering 

with the Littleton Transfer Station, he 

was able to obtain a 20-foot recycling 

trailer which is used to collect a variety 

of recyclable commodities such as 

cardboard, bottles, paper, etc. His 

collection of aluminum cans helps to 

fund an annual scholarship for a 

student enrolled in the technical career 

center. (details and photo courtesy of 

NRRA for more see www.nrra.net) 

Send your solid waste stories to 

solidwaste@nccouncil.org 
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Medical Sharps –  Used needles, 

syringes, infusion kits or other similar 

sharps are infectious waste and need to 

be managed properly to mitigate risk to 

public health, safety and the 

environment.  While NHDES prefers 

that sharps be managed by using a 

container exchange 

or mailback 

program, not every 

household has 

access to these 

services. Another 

alternative is to use 

a specially-

designed needle 

cutter or 

incineration device purchased from your 

pharmacy. 

As a last resort, household-generated 

sharps can be safely placed in your 

household trash by following a few 

simple steps: 

Put the sharps in a rigid, plastic 

container like a detergent bottle. 

Screw on the top, and tape it 

closed with duct tape or similar. 

Clearly label the container 

“Medical Sharps – Not for 

Recycling.” 

Dispose of the container at a 

facility authorized to accept it.

(Most transfer stations can.) 

Not sure who can accept your 

household-generated sharps?  Just ask 

your solid waste hauler or transfer 

station operator. Solid waste operators 

are trained professionals who can help 

you with a wide variety of disposal 

questions. 

Some of our transfer stations have 

supplies of labels like the one shown in 

the picture here.  

Disposing of sharps in the trash is an 

exemption for household-generated 

sharps only. For businesses and other 

collection locations, NHDES 

recommends using a container 

exchange or mailback program. Explore 

your options by going to http://

www.safeneedledisposal.org. 

Remember: NEVER throw sharps 

straight into the trash; NEVER toss 

them where they can injure someone; 

NEVER store them in soft, glass, or 

metal containers; and NEVER place 

them in recycling bins. By following 

these few simple tips, we can keep 

everyone, from your family to your 

waste handlers safe.  
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