
 

NCC Transportation Advisory Committee 
NCC Conference Room, the Cottage at the Rocks, Bethlehem, NH 

Meeting Minutes 
January 15th, 2015 

 
Present: Joe Elgosin (Whitefield), Doug Grant (Randolph), Benjamin Oleson (Lancaster), Kevin McKinnon 

(Colebrook), Henry Anderson (Madison), Frank Claffey (Bethlehem), Joe Chenard (Lincoln), Carl 
Martland (Sugar Hill), Charles Muller (Jefferson), Earl Sires (Conway), and Beverly Raymond 
(Berlin). 

 
Staff:  Mary Poesse, Transportation Planner 
  Tara Bamford, Planning Coordinator  
 
Guests: Mike Scala (Senator Ayotte’s Office 
 Brian Bresnahan (Congresswoman Kuster’s Office) 
 Chuck Henderson (Senator Shaheen’s Office) 
 Joel Cope (Vermont) 
 Francois Rebello (Train-Hotel) 
 Paul Lockwood (NHDES) 
     

Call To Order:  
 Beverly Raymond called the meeting to order at 3:00 PM.   
 

1. Welcome / Introductions / Attendance 
A round table of introductions was completed and an attendance sheet was passed around.   
 

2. Minutes 
The minutes of 11/6/14 were reviewed.  Frank Claffey question if the attendance was correct.  Mary Poesse will 
review and make corrections.  Minutes were unanimously approved with corrections by a motion of Claffey/Elgosin.   
 

3. Officer Nominations & Elections 
Beverly Raymond asked for nominations for the position of Chair.  Joe Elgosin nominated himself and it was 
seconded by Carl Martland.  Kevin McKinnon was nominated with a motion by Oleson/English.  Doug Grant was 
nominated with a motion by Raymond/Claffey.  Raymond asked for votes for each nominee by a show of hands.  
Doug Grant was elected as TAC Chair with the majority of votes.  McKinnon was nominated as Vice Chair with a 
motion by English/Oleson.  McKinnon accepted the nomination and all were in favor. Elgosin was nominated as 
Secretary with a motion by Grant/Claffey.  Elgosin accepted the nomination and all were in favor.  
 

4.  Presentation on Grant Funding for Electric Vehicle Charging Stations.  
Paul Lockwood of the NH Department of Environment Services gave a PowerPoint presentation on a grant program 
to fund electric vehicle charging stations. There is $3,000 available for the purchase and installation of charging 
stations.  Priority is given to tourist destinations along high volume corridors.  More information can be found on the 
DES website or by contacting Mary Poesse. 
 
Muller reported that the AMC installed 2 charging stations over the summer and asks for a donation per charge.  
  

5.  Train-Hotel  
 
Francois Rebello gave a presentation to the TAC on a proposed Train Hotel from Boston to Montreal, passing 
through Portland, Berlin, and Gorham. Francois reported that the owner of the rail line is requesting unlimited 



 
insurance on the train service.  He requested that the Regional Planning Commission work with commissions in 
Maine and Vermont to do a study on the service, looking at the issues and benefits.  
 
There was some discussion on the project and what local and state support there is.  Martland pointed out that 
there is little economic benefit to New Hampshire, as the train will pass through North Country communities in the 
middle of the night.  In order for it to work for NH, there would have to be stops in the middle of the day.   
 
This PowerPoint presentation and other handouts are available by contacting Mary Poesse. 
 

6. Other Business 
Transit:  Raymond reported that North Country Transit is working on grant applications for their services.  Carroll 
County Transit recently hired an administrative staff person to work with the Blue Loon and to do outreach and 
education about the services. Services were cut in Carroll County due to low ridership and the fact that the service 
was losing money.  DOT allowed Carroll County Transit to keep a portion of the funding to hire a consultant to do a 
marketing study to boost ridership.  
 
Regional Transportation Plan:  Tara Bamford reported that she has taken the lead on updating the RTP since 
Geoff Sewake recently left NCC.  The plan is due at the end of June.  NCC is working with DOT to extend the 
deadline for the first draft to mid-April.  Bamford reported that this updated will be done in concert with the Ten Year 
Plan cycle.  She handed out a letter that will be sent to communities after the Ten Year Plan solicitation is sent.  
Comments on the letter should be submitted to Tara by Tuesday.  
 
Bamford also reported that because of RTP deadlines, an additional TAC meeting will be needed in April.  Mary 
Poesse will send out a Doodle poll to schedule the meeting.   
 
Scenic Byways:  Bamford reported that Sewake was having a difficult time getting communities to appoint reps to 
the Scenic Byways Council.  She requested that the TAC assist in identifying reps.  The next byways meeting will 
be held at the Berlin City Hall at 10 AM on 2/10/15.  Bamford added that there had been a stop work order on the 
project from DOT, however that has now been lifted and work on the project can resume.   
 
RCCs:  Doug Grant reported that the GCRCC will be working with North Country Council to develop grant 
applications for the 5310 Purchase of Service and Formula Funds.  Poesse reported that NCC will also be 
developing proposals for the CCRCC.  
 
Raymond reported that the SCC has been having subcommittee meetings and is working on recruiting new 
members.  
 
Ten Year Plan:  Mary Poesse reported that NCC is drafting a letter to send to communities asking them to fill out 
project proposal forms for the Ten Year Transportation Improvement Program.  The RPCS are still waiting for the 
timeline and guidance from DOT. The TAC will be asked to review, score and prioritize projects as has been done 
in the past.    
 
Other Business:  Mary thanked Beverly Raymond for her service as the TAC Chair.  She welcomed Earl Sires of 
Conway to the TAC and reported that Jim Teirney of Northumberland has also been appointed as a new member.   
 

7.  Adjourn 
Joe Elgosin made a motion to adjourn and Frank Claffey seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
Next meeting date:  3/19/15 
 
Minutes Written by:    Mary Poesse     1/15/15 
Approved: 3/19/15 


